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Assessment: Foreign Influences and Political Revolutions in the
Americas

Mastering the Content

Circle the letter next to the best answer.

1. Which statement BEST describes Latin American nations in the early 1800s?
A. They had more democratic governments.
B. Their social structures dramatically changed.
C. They were controlled by oligarchies.
D. They went through a period of peace.

2. Which of the following actions might have been taken by a caudillo?
A. using force to take power
B. using peaceful means to maintain order
C. running a fair election
D. representing all classes

3. Which of the following terms describes people who have a privileged position in society?
A. liberal
B. elite
C. conservative
D. dictator

4. Liberals supported the goal of
A. extending more rights to common people.
B. preserving traditional colonial culture.
C. sharing power with others.
D. keeping their own class in power.

5. One result of the growth of industry in the United States and Europe in the late 1800s and early 1900s was
A. rapid growth for Latin American economies.
B. fewer exports from Latin American nations.
C. less investment from U.S. companies.
D. declining urban populations in Latin America nations.

6. By 1910, Mexico had been ruled by Porfiro Díaz for about 30 years. Which of the following was an outcome of his
rule?
A. fair elections
B. better living conditions for rural poor
C. increased foreign investment
D. distribution of wealth

7. Which of the following describes Francisco Madero?
A. He led a revolt against Díaz.
B. He defeated Díaz in a fair election.
C. He won support from U.S. President Taft.
D. He rejected aid from peasants.



8. Mexico’s Constitution of 1917 provided for
A. nationalization of oil resources.
B. freedom of religion.
C. unemployment insurance.
D. all of the above

9. How did the Mexican Revolution affect other Latin American nations?
A. It convinced them to disband their military forces.
B. It strengthened the power of elites.
C. It influenced them to adopt reforms.
D. It led them to make dictatorships illegal.

10. Which of the events below was a result of the event in the headline?
United States Plunges into Great Depression
A. Prices increased for Latin American exports.
B. Unemployment increased in Latin American nations.
C. Latin American governments became more democratic.
D. Industrial development slowed in many Latin American nations.

11. Economies in Central American and the Caribbean were based on the export of
A. manufactured products.
B. gold and silver.
C. rice, cotton, and wheat.
D. sugar, coffee, and bananas.

12. What was the main reason that the United States intervened in Cuban affairs in the early 1900s?
A. to protect the American-owned sugar industry
B. to bring American-style schools to Cuba
C. to help Cuba win independence from Spain
D. to teach Cuban farmers to grow cotton

13. Which of the following is an example of imperialism in Haiti?
A. Nearly all of Haiti's rulers were overthrown or assassinated between 1843 and 1915.
B. Beginning in 1957, Haiti was ruled by a dictator.
C. U.S. troops occupied Haiti from 1915 to 1934.
D. The United States gained control of the Canal Zone in 1903.

14. Government in Nicaragua in the first half of the 1900s was characterized by
A. peaceful change.
B. little U.S. intervention.
C. democracy.
D. dictatorship.

15. Which of the following trends in 19th-century Latin America might lead a nation toward revolution?
A. establishment of democratic government
B. economic development that benefited all classes
C. peasants staying on their land
D. unequal wealth distribution

16. Which of the following terms BEST describes political systems in Latin America in the late 1800s and early 1900s?
A. peaceful
B. unstable
C. dictatorial
D. liberal



Applying Social Studies Skills

Use the list of events in Mexican history and your knowledge of social studies to answer the questions below. 

Events in Mexican History, 1910–1938

1910: General Díaz is reelected in a rigged election. Madero raises peasant armies to defeat
Díaz.
1911: Madero defeats Mexican army and becomes president of Mexico.
1913: General Huerta forces Madero to resign, has him executed, and replaces him becomes as
president.
1914: U.S. military forces support an overthrow of Huerta led by Carranza. Carranza declares
himself president.
1917: President Carranza presides over the writing of the new Mexican constitution.
1920: Workers and peasants support war hero Obregón in presidential election. After Carranza
is captured and killed, Obregón becomes president in Mexico’s first fair and peaceful
elections.
1928: Obregón elected president again, but is assassinated before he can take office.
1934: Cárdenas is elected president and carries out reforms promised by the Constitution of
1917.
1938: President Cárdenas nationalizes Mexico’s railroads and oil industry.

17. What are TWO events that provide evidence of violent change?

18. Based on the timeline and what you know from the Student Text, what was a direct result of Carranza declaring
himself president of Mexico?
A. Mexico's railroad and oil industry were nationalized.
B. Obregón is assassinated before his second term of office begins.
C. Mexico wrote a new constitution with economic and social reforms.
D. Carranza carried out most reforms called for in the new constitution.

19. Which of the following was a direct cause of Carranza becoming president of Mexico?
A. U.S. military intervention
B. Mexico's first fair election
C. support for Obregón
D. peaceful change



Exploring the Essential Question: What were the causes and effects of political unrest in Latin

America in the 19th and 20th centuries?

20. Choose one of the following tensions common in Latin America between the late 1800s and 1940: conservative vs.
liberal, elite vs. masses, peaceful change vs. violent change, dictatorship vs. democracy, or nationalism vs.
imperialism.

Write a well-developed paragraph that explains how this tension was present in Mexico between the late 1800s and
1940. Your paragraph should include:

• a clearly stated topic sentence.
• a logical organization with clearly stated supporting details.
• a brief discussion of three events in Mexican history that logically relate to the tension you selected.
• at least two leaders in Mexican history between the late 1800s and 1940 that relate to the tension you selected.
• no capitalization, grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors.


