Name:__________________

‘Harrison Bergeron’ Discussion Questions

Using your knowledge of the short story ‘Harrison Bergeron’, answer the following

questions in full sentences.

1. In ‘Harrison Bergeron’, certain people are ‘handicapped’, they have to

carry around heavy weights and have loud noises blasted into their ears.

Why do you think the government does this?

2. Why was Diana Moon Gompers, the Handicapper General, so afraid of Harrison

Bergeron breaking free of his handicaps?

3. Why was the killing of Harrison Bergeron so significant? Did Harrison have to die for

the sake of the society?

4. At the end of the story, George says to Hazel, “Forget sad things.” To which she

replies, “I always do.” Why is this dialogue, or conversation, so important to the story?

5. Do you feel that Harrison Bergeron acted heroically by going against the rules of the

society? Why or why not? 
 ‘Harrison Bergeron’ Reading Response

The short story ‘Harrison Bergeron’ by Kurt Vonnegut raises a lot of interesting

questions about people’s role in society. I’m sure it also made you consider how you

would react in a similar situation. In your own words, write a short (one to two

paragraph) response to the following question:

“Imagine that you were in the same situation as Harrison Bergeron. Would you have

acted the way he did, or would you have done something different? Why?”

