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[bookmark: _GoBack]Now that you know all the different sections of the Shakespearean sonnet and understand how each one functions, you’re almost ready to write one of your own. We just need to go over a few things about style and form first. 
	All sonnets require the following stylistically:
1. 3 quatrains
2. 1 couplet
3. 14 lines
4. ABABCDCDEFEFGG rhyme scheme
5. Iambic pentameter
	Let’s start by brainstorming. Make sure you have a paper and pencil handy. A good eraser is also recommended! Now, let’s begin. What do you want to say in your sonnet? A lot of sonnets pertain to love in some way, but yours doesn’t have to. If you are having trouble coming up with some ideas, here are some things to think about:
-school
-sports
-losing a loved one
-falling in love
-a pet
-a problem
-an emotion
Now that you have your topic, think of a metaphor that you want to use throughout your sonnet. Try to think of something that wouldn’t normally be compared to your topic, and then figure out ways that they are similar. Once you have your metaphor and how you want to compare it to your topic, write it down so you don’t forget it later.
Now you are ready to begin composing. Make sure that you use only 10 syllables in each line, and do your best to keep them all in iambic pentameter. Also, choose your words that come at the end of each line carefully; remember that another word will need to rhyme with it. Also remember that you want to introduce your topic and your metaphor here.
Hint: If you’re having trouble with iambic pentameter, go back to Shakespeare’s Sonnet 73 and read each line to this beat: duh-DUH-duh-DUH-duh-DUH-duh-DUH-duh-DUH. 

Quatrain 1:
1.    ___________________________________________________________  a
2.    ___________________________________________________________  b
3.    ___________________________________________________________  a
4.    ___________________________________________________________  b
Here, you want to continue your metaphor and your argument, but you want to build on what you wrote in the first quatrain. Remember that you are setting up for an eventual turn that will come either in the next quatrain or in the couplet, so be preparing for that. 
Quatrain 2:
5.   ___________________________________________________________  c
6.   ___________________________________________________________  d
7.   ___________________________________________________________  c
8.   ___________________________________________________________  d
Here is where it starts getting even more exciting! Hang tough; it’s hard to write a sonnet and you may be feeling frustrated, but you can do it. This is where a lot of Shakespearean sonnets bring in the volta, or the turn. How can you shift your argument through the use of your metaphor? Do that here in this quatrain. Or, if you wish, save the twist for the final couplet, and build up your metaphor some more here.
Volta
 
Poetry 
[bookmark: ref952371]Volta, ( Italian: “turn”) the turn in thought in a sonnet that is often indicated by such initial words asBut, Yet, or And yet.
[bookmark: ref952368][bookmark: ref952369][bookmark: ref952370]The volta occurs between the octet and sestet in a Petrarchan sonnet and sometimes between the 8th and 9th or between the 12th and 13th lines of a Shakespearean sonnet, as in William Shakespeare’s sonnet number 130:
"volta". Encyclopædia Britannica. Encyclopædia Britannica Online.
Encyclopædia Britannica Inc., 2015. Web. 23 Sep. 2015
<http://www.britannica.com/art/volta-poetry>.

Quatrain 3:
9.   ___________________________________________________________  e
10. ___________________________________________________________  f
11. ___________________________________________________________  e
12. ___________________________________________________________  f

Okay, we’ve come to the final couplet. Make sure to put your turn here if you haven’t done so yet. This is where you need to summarize your argument—remember to think of it as your thesis. Why do the previous twelve lines matter? Also remember that this is a couplet, so both lines will rhyme at the end.
Couplet:
13. ___________________________________________________________  g 
14. ___________________________________________________________  g
Now put your sonnet together. All of your lines should come together in the following manner:
1. ______________________________________________________________  a
2. ______________________________________________________________  b
3. ______________________________________________________________  a
4. ______________________________________________________________  b
5. ______________________________________________________________  c
6. ______________________________________________________________  d
7. ______________________________________________________________  c
8. ______________________________________________________________  d
9. ______________________________________________________________  e
10. ______________________________________________________________  f
11. ______________________________________________________________  e
12. ______________________________________________________________  f
13. ______________________________________________________________  g
14. ______________________________________________________________  g





