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An Enduring Plan of Government

Does the Constitution support the ideals in the  
Declaration of Independence?

P R E V I E W

Read the excerpt below, which is associated with ide-
als in the Declaration of Independence. Also read the 
Preamble to the U.S. Constitution. 

Excerpt from the Declaration of Independence

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness . 
. . to secure these rights, Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed . . . it is the Right of the People . . 
. to institute new Government.

Preamble to the U.S. Constitution

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a 
more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the common defense, pro-
mote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings 
of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain 
and establish this Constitution for the United States of 
America.

Now answer these questions in your notebook: 

1. According to the Declaration of Independence, what 
are people’s unalienable rights? How do people 
make sure their rights are protected? Who creates 
governments, and where do governments get their 
power?

2. In your own words, according to the Preamble, 
why did the people of the United States create the 
Constitution?

3. Think about why the Declaration of Independence 
was created. In what ways are the purposes of the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution 
similar? In what ways are they different?

K e y  C o n t e n t  T e r m s

As you complete the Reading Notes, use these  
Key Content Terms in your answers:

Preamble

Congress

elastic clause

chief executive

federal judiciary

judicial review

federalism

supremacy clause
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R E A D I N G  N O T E S

Sections 2 to 5

Read Sections 2 to 5. Then, in your notebook, create 
a simile that completes this comparison: The three 
branches of government under the Constitution are  
like . . . Devise your own simile, or choose from these: 

•	 a	football	team

•	 an	orchestra

•	 the	parts	of	a	car

Draw an illustration to help explain your simile. Label 
your illustration using at least three of these terms:  
executive branch, legislative branch, judicial branch, 
president, Congress, Supreme Court, the people, 
Constitution, checks and balances.

Next, write a “because” statement that finishes the 
comparison. For example, The three branches of gov-
ernment under the Constitution are like a three-wheel 
scooter because the government depends on a proper 
balance among the three branches. 

Finally, write three statements in support of your 
simile. Use the phrase “just as” to explain how at least 
three features of your illustration are like features of 
the Constitution. For example, you might write, The 
Constitution guides the functioning of the government, 
just as handlebars are used to steer a scooter.

Section 6 

Read Section 6. Then create a Venn diagram like the 
one below. List at least three delegated powers (federal 
government), three reserved powers (state governments), 
and three concurrent powers. 

Section 7 
Read Section 7. Then decide which three amendments 
from the Bill of Rights you feel are most important to 
Americans today. In your notebook, create a title for 
and draw a simple sketch to represent each amendment. 
Give the number of each amendment, write one fact 
about it, and explain why you chose it. 

Section 8 

Read Section 8. Then create a spoke diagram showing 
at least five ways people can participate in government.

P R O C E S S I N G

Create an annotated report card that helps answer the 
Essential Question: Does the Constitution support the 
ideals in the Declaration of Independence? Your report 
card should list three of the five ideals (democracy, 
equality, freedom, opportunity, and rights). Assign a 
grade based on how well you think each ideal is sup-
ported by the Constitution. Justify each grade with at 
least one example from the Constitution.

Report Card on the Constitution

Government 
Participation

Ideal Grade Explanation

Equality X I gave the Constitution 
the grade of X for equality 
because . . .Concurrent 
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